
òPositive character traits and social-emotional 

skills, such as responsibility, perseverance, self-

control, optimism, empathy, and having a strong 

work ethic are essential to academic success as 

well as success later in life.  CTA understands the 

importance of positive character and how to de-

velop it.ó 

-Jonathan Erwin, Author: Inspiring the Best in Stu-

dents and The Classroom of Choice 

 

òWe give the students at CTA specific tools that 

lead them to make positive personal choices.ó 

-Carrie Paddock, 2nd Grade Teacher 

 

òUtilizing the Smart Character Choices techniques 

that we have adopted has truly changed the at-

mosphere of our school to be a more caring envi-

ronment where all learners feel safe to grow and 

learn with comfort.ò  

-Kyle Bohl, Student Services Director 

 

òSmart Character Choices helps kids feel  better 

about themselves.  It also helps students be 

kinder, more helpful and respectful of each other.ó 

ð Austin Howard, 4th grade student 

 

òCTA is a remarkable place ð Iõve seen it have a 

great impact on many kids.  Out of any school Iõve 

worked with, CTA makes the biggest difference in 

kidsõ lives.ó 

-Matthew Palmieri, Music Teacher 

 

òThe sense of community created by the imple-

mentation of the character education program has 

created  a comfortable and happy learning environ-

ment at CTA.ó 

-Gerry Verwey, H.S. Science Teacher 

 

òThe CTA Way and  the Character Education Pro-

gram is a wonderful way to allow healthy interac-

tion between different grades.  It gives those in-

volved a higher sense of responsibility, especially 

in how they influence younger students.ó 

-Erin Willis, H. S. Senior  & Student Leadership  

 Team Member 
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Sow an act, and you reap a habit; sow a habit, 

and you reap a character; sow a character, and 

you reap a destiny.  ð George Dana Boardman 

Visit our website at www.ctaschool.com 



Helpful Websites for Parents:  

Kidshealth.org ñ practical parenting advice 

PBS.org ñ tips for raising your kid 

Scholastic.org ñ Tips on child learning, 

school success and family life 

Loveandlogic.com ñ positive discipline tips 

Beckybailey.com ñ Conscious Discipline® 

Smartcharacterchoices.com ñ Character 

Education site 

Community Resources:  

Alpha Family Center (616) 696-2616 

Crisis Intervention (616) 336-3909 

Domestic Violence Hotline (800) 779-7223 

Department of Mental Health  (616) 336-3909 

Department of Human Services  (616) 248-1000 

Health Department  (616) 632-7100 

The Character Education Partnership (CEP), a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan, and nonsectarian organi-

zation that supports and promotes social, emo-

tional and ethical development in youth defines 

character education as òthe deliberate effort by 

schools, families, and communities to help young 

people understand, care about, and act upon 

core ethical values.ó (1999) 

Developing positive character traits is an impor-

tant part of a childõs education and Character 

Education is a high priority in the climate and 

daily routine at Creative Technologies Academy.  

We have partnered with Smart Character Choices 

to incorporate the following traits into your childõs 

curriculum: 

KINDNESS 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

OPTIMISM 

GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS 

WORK ETHIC 

 

Additionally, at CTA, we emphasize: 

TEAMWORK 

PASSION/COMPASSION 

SERVICE LEARNING 

 

Student Services & Counseling  
 

Our Director of Student Services, our Guidance Coun-

selor, our teachers, our trained professional staff, and 

our Student Leadership Team form a partnership to 

support students with their progress academically, be-

haviorally, and socially.  Some of the ways we may help 

are: 

Learning social skills 

Improving classroom behavior 

Adjusting to family change such as divorce 

Solving problems and resolving conflicts 

Improving self-esteem 

Coping with grief and loss 

Managing anxiety and stress 

Dealing with separation issues 

We work with students individually and in small groups.  

Students may be referred by parents, teachers, or they 

can refer themselves. 

CHARACTER 

EDUCATION 

Kindergarten Morning Class Meeting 

The CTA Family 2010 


